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from his trip a ready-made plan, based upon what he had
observed at Paris, and it was adopted without criticism
by the Government; the very simple idea of continuing
the forms already in use by the assemblies of the Zemstvos
did not occur to the Russian bureaucrats, or, to speak
more exactly, their inveterate hatred of these assemblies,
which they chose to consider as hotbeds of revolutionary
effort, caused them to shun anything that savoured of
similarity to the manner of proceeding of the Zemstvos.
In this matter, as, alas, in many others afterwards, the
Russian bureaucracy gave evidence of its utter lack
of comprehension, not only of the psychology of repre-
sentative assemblies in general, but of the spirit of
their own people.

The collision between the bureaucratic Government
and the elected assembly occurred, as we know, at the
very first session of the Douma, and was followed by a
series of conflicts which, after a three months' struggle,
brought about its dissolution; but before reciting the
vicissitudes of this struggle I should like to outline the
traits of the principal adversaries on either side.
I will not for the moment undertake the difficult task
of portraying the Emperor Nicholas IL, who was the
central figure of the resistance which organized itself
in defence of the monarchic principle against the en-
croachments of the Douma, but will confine myself
to a description of the new Ministers, who were brought
into prominence by the course of events and whose
colleague I had most unwillingly become. A strange
collection of functionaries they were, to be sure; united
to each other by no common interest nor programme,